










'At about 1645 hours on Thursday, 29 
January, 1987, near Deniliquin in New 
South Wales, a standard class glider, 
competition number SO, piloted by 
Stanislaw Witek of Poland, was involved 
in a mid-air touch with standard class 
glider, competition number LB, piloted 
by Leonardo Brigliadori of Italy." 

The "mid-air touch" sheard off the 
right half of Brigliadori's elevator. The 
glider flipped on its back and Brigliadori 
pulled the canopy release of the Discus, 
ready to bail out. The canopy did not 
release and he  explained the next morn- 
ing at briefing to the other pilots that it 
is necessary to pull BOTH handles at 
once. A lucky happenstance, as he now 
considered the glider controllable and 
managed to land it safely in the area. 

Witek's sailplane was examined in the 
air by fellow pilots and he felt he could 
fly it safely back to Benalla and he did. 

Now, as Paul Harvey says, for the rest 
of the story. An immediate search was 
started for a replacement elevator for 
Brigliadori's Discus. One was located at 
Narromine, over 350 miles away. At 0500 
hours on the thirtieth, a Cessna took off 
in the darkness, returning at 1105 with 
the launch already in progress. Briglia- 
dori's crew had towed the glider to the 
grid, minus an elevator. When the 
elevator arrived, the installation was 
supervised by Klaus Holighaus and the 
pilot buckled in for launch. 

The Italian took off on the longest task 
assigned during the contest, 435 miles. 
He completed 407 miles (just 14 fewer 
than the first place finisher) but like 
everyone else in the standard class, he 
landed out, for the second time in as 
many days. 

The directors assigned the open class 
the longest task ever in an international 
meet, 525 miles. The 15 meter class was 
given 471 miles. It was an ambitious call, 
and overcall as turned out for the smaller 
glider. The open ships gave an outstand- 
ing performance with 16 out of 21 com- 
ing back to Benalla. It was early even- 
ing when the first sailplane came home. 
"Welcome home, Alpha Sierra" inton- 
ed the announcer over the field PA 
system. It was Ingo Renner, but the ap- 
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plause was from all nations. Even the 
sailplane looked weary. Renner had 
been ON COURSE for over seven hours. 
There were 5 landouts in the open class 
but Ray Gimmey wasn't one of them. 
All of the standard and 15 meter ships 
landed out. One day to go. 

On the twelfth and final day, a tough 
set of tasks was assigned to a tired bunch 
of pilots, flying for the sixth straight day 
and almost all coming off a retrieve. The 
open and 15 meter classes were assign- 
ed distances of 356 miles to different sets 
of turnpoints. The standards were given 
a task 20 miles shorter and it proved a 
critical difference. Ray Girnmey was one 
of seven landouts in the open class. 
Mozer and Jacobs finished 8 and 9, and 
Opitz and Byrd did the same in the stan- 
dard class, 8 and 9. The standards had 
only 5 landouts and the 15 meters had 
20. Too tough a task under the circum- 
stances, argued some. But obviously the 
planners thought a world championship 
should test the leaders while giving the 
challengers their final chance. 

Let's have a standing ovation for 
konardo Brigliadori. With no chance to 
report as winner in his class, he flew 
brilliantly and won the final day, as he 
had the first. 

Ray Gimmey, with flashes of excel- 
lence and two winning days, finished 
eleventh in the open class. Ingo Renner, 
the imcomparable Australian, won his 
third consecutive open class title, his 
fourth world title, the only pilot ever to 
accomplish the feat. 

Doug Jacobs placed third in the 15 
meter division making a remarkable 
comeback. The first and second place 
finishers only managed to win two each. 
Eric Mozer overcame the bad breaks and 
worked back up to fifteenth. Brian 
Spreckley, a lean, handsome flying in- 
structor from Great Brititan, won his first 
world title in the 15 meter class. Holger 
Back of Germany finished second. 

Mike O ~ i t z  turned in a consistentlv 
excellent performance and won second 
place in the standard class. John Byrd, 
flying for the first time in an interna- 
tional competition improved steadily 
and finished eleventh. With just seven 
more points he would have moved 
ahead two places, it was that close. A 
boyish looking Finn, Markku Kuittinen, 
won the standard class and his first 
world title on his fifth attempt in an in- 
ternational meet. Jacques Aboulin of 
France was third. 

The statisticians announced during 
the award ceremonies that there had 
been 1300 tows during the contest 
period, the pilots had spent 4800 hours 
in the air and flown 331,000 miles. And 
they did all this trying to win a hophy. 

But this contest was not about 
numbers, it was about people. Canadian 

pilot Ulli Werneberg's wife, Maureen, 
walked from the closing ceremonies 
carrying a big unbrella and toting their 
one vear old on her back. She shook her 
head and said wistfully, "just one more 
thermal." All but the winners were still 
re-flying the tasks. 

Trailers began moving away soon aFter 
the awards ceremony. The flags of 29 
countries were gone and the poles stood 
bare. There were no gliders overhead, 
even though it was a fine day for soar- 
ing. The scoreboard showed the final 
results, two medals each for France, Ger- 
many and the U.S.A., one each for 
Australia, England and Finland, but no 
one was looking anymore. 

This monumental effort by pilots, 
crews and volunteers was over. And why 
did they all do it; sacrifice so much, work 
so hard, risk so much? Perhaps Willa 
Cather answered the question when she 
said "That is happiness" to be dissolv- 
ed into something complete and great." 

T h e  winners. CHUCK O'MAHONY 

THANKS ... 
... again and again and again ... 
True, five pilots represented the 

U.S. in Benalla. But they had 
thousands of supporters. We would 
like to take one last opportunity to 
thank the SSA Members who gave 
donations to the Team. Unlike many 
other countries participating in 
Benalla, the U.S. pilots receive no 
government support. 

Special thanks, again, to Citicorp 
Investment Bank, ACAJOE, General 
Motors, Pacific Telesis, Rudy Mozer, 
Anderson's Travel in Hobbs and Teny 
Frazier for support above and beyond 
the call of duty. 

Some may wonder, "Is it all worth 
it?" The answer is, "YES!" Strong 
performances by the U.S. Team calls 
greater public attention to soaring. 
Throughout the sport, members and 
groups are trying to develop more 
public awareness of soaring. The 
Team helps! 
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