TWENTY-THIRD WORLD GLIDING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

by Chuck O’Mahony

Anyonetraveling to Borlange,
Sweden for the Twenty-Third
World Gliding Championships
would have been wise tolook at
a map rather than a calendar
before packing. Okay, so the
contestwasinJune,but Borlange
is at the same latitude as An-
chorage, Alaska. The thermom-
eter dipped to near freezing at
nightand oftendidn’treach60°F
during the day. Fodor’s travel
guide promised topless beaches,
but the nearest one was prob-
ably the French Riviera:

Borlingeisamodern, litter-free
city with all the amenities, 135
milesnorthwestof Stockholm. The
drive there is on good highways
through gently rolling country-
side, and this first impression of
Swedenisagood one. Everything
looks old-country clean and well

Front row (left to right): Karl Striedieck, Doug Jacobs, Richard Hall,

admits to mixing up the direc-
tions as to where she would be
waiting in the town of Poznan,
soitwasn’tatotal surprisewhen
Makotyn, the van,and the trailer
drove right past her. She gave
pursuit on foot, then comman-
deered a taxi, shouting in Pol-
ish to the startled cabbie, “Fol-
low that trailer!” They eventu-
ally caught up with Makotyn,
{ buthedidn’tspeaktohermuch
during the three-and-a-halfday
trip, even when the fire
extingusherblew upinthe van.

The Lithuanianteambrought
their LAX-12 sailplaneand their
competition LAK-17 to Bor-
lange in grand style. They made
a nonstop, 4.5 hour, dual aero
tow across the Baltic Sea behind
anAntonov AN-2,aformidable
looking single-engine biplane

tended, and the road winds past and Rick Walters. Back row (left to right): Eric Mozer, Ray Gimmey, uith seats for ten passengers —

meandering lakes, lush green
fields, and endless stands of pine
and white-trunked birch. There is no air
pollution, and the pleasant view is from
horizon to horizon.

Dala Airport, the site of the contest, is
amunicipalfield just south of Borlange.
It has a paved runway long enough to
make it a weather alternate for interna-
tionaljetflights coming into Stockholm.
Parallel to the main runway is a grass
strip, 14/32, 3,000 long, and angled off
from these two is a second grass strip.
12/30, 2,400’ long. Gliders were able to
grid six abreast on both strips. The
Twenty-Third WGC drew a large field
of competitors, 116 pilots from 25 differ-
ent countries so the spacious grass run-
ways and tie down areas were put to
full use. The new freedom in Europe
added some new countries to the con-
test—Estonia, Lithuania, and my favor-
ites, Czechia and Slovakia. Just getting
there was an adventure for most. An-
gela Sheard lives in Oxford, England,
and her linguistic skills landed herajob
as interpreter for the Polish team. She
was looking forward toa leisurely ferry
trip across the Baltic Sea from Gdansk to
Sweden but the itinerary suddenly got
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Ken Sorenson and Team Manager Jim Payne. Photography by Chuck
O'Mahony.

complicated when pilot Janusz Centka
was offered the use of an ASW-22B for
the contest. The ASW had to be picked
up inGermany by Andreaand Andrzej
Makotyn, Centka’s crewman. Andrea

Angela Sheard, of Oxford, England, served as
interpreter for the Polish Team. Photography
by Chuck O'Mahony.

but no seatbelts.

Gordon Hookings and Ruth
Pryde flew from Auckland asteam cap-
tain and crew for New Zealand’s only
entry, Patrick Driessen. It was Ruth’s
10th trip to the Worlds, and her tough-
est by far. With weather and mechani-
cal delays - including out-of-service
showers in the steamy Singapore air-
port — the trip took 45 hours. “I had
corns on m’ bottom!” Ruth grumbled.

And the trip ain’t over ‘til it’s over...
just ask Doug Jacob’s crewman, Bob
Fitch. Doug decided to fly his LS-6 the
90 miles from the practice field at
Eskilstuna to the contestsite. Bobwould
close up shop and follow with the trailer.
Whenheasked Doug's daughter, Char-
lotte, for the car keys, she said, “Daddy
has them.” Daddy was at 3,000 feet.

“Uniform Zulu, do you have the car
keys?”

“Oops!” Dump water, land and start
all over? Nahh! Doug would wrap the
key ring in a glove, tape it snugly but
leave an easily-seenstreamer, and drop
the keys from 1000 feet.

“... three, two, one. Keys away! See
them, Bob?”

Fitch was still gazing intently at-the
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sailplane. “No joy,” he announced
lamely. Luckily, a young Swede who
had been listening to the proceedings
watched the keys fall and

The Antonov AN-2. Photography by Chuck O’ Mahony. theendless detail. There were

young Robert Mitchum was
flying Standard Class in his
Discus — contest letters FG,
nickname “Fast Guy.”
Team Captain for the
fourth time was Colonel Jim
1 Payne, a U.S. Air Force test
pilotwhose officeat Edwards
Air Force Base is the cockpit
of an F-16. Jim’s wife, Jackie,
was also there to take care of

also kids, crews, parents
(even grandparents) and wives,

ance of trade heavily in Sweden’s
favor.

pedalled outontothe grass
for a retrieve.
TheU.S.wasrepresented
by a seven man team that
mixed first-timers and vet-
erans. Doug Jacobs was in
the 15-Meter Class flying
for the fifth consecutive
timeina WGC, withagold
medaland twobronze since
his debut in Italy in 1985
The avuncular Ray Gim-
mey, inhisseventhWorlds,
was flying in the OpenClass
in one o% the magnificent |
Nimbus4’s, agraceful craft

Competitors had been
practiceflying their gliders
from half-a-dozen satellite
fields until June 7, when
Dala Airport was officially
opened to them. Pilots
trailered or flew in and
spent the final week fine
tuning their sailplanes and
memorizing the topogra-
phy of the contest area. The
airportbustled with thelast
minute activity, and it
wasn’t until long shadows
stretched across the field
late Friday evening thatan

Géran Ax, 2nd Place Winner
enoughtotilttheU.S/Swedenbal- ' the Open Class. Photogra- oy ocuted a close-en-

phy by Chuck O'Mahony.

-witha26.4 meter wingspan.
Flying in the class with
Gimmey was Eric Mozer,

U.S. Team member Doug
Jacobs. Photography by Chuck
O’Mahony.

expectanthushdrifted over
the field. Opening ceremo-

also piloting a Nimbus 4.

Mozer was flying in his sixth Worlds
and had previously earned twomedals.
The competition at Borlange included
11 pilots who had previously won a
combined total of 16 gold medals in a
WGC. Five of these gold medal winners
were flying in the field of 27
entered inOpenClass. Theleg-
endary Karl Striedieck, flying
in his sixth Worlds, rounded
out the veterans. Karl's ASW-
24 was one of 49 entries in the
Standard Class.

Our team had three first-
time pilots in the competition,
but none of them strangers to
U.S. Nationals. Ken Sorenson,
abespectacled, easy-going pi-
lot heads up his own consult-
ing engineering firm in Hous-
ton. He was flying his Discus,
“the glider of choice” henoted,
in the Standards. Richard Hall
- long, lean and newly mar-
ried — makes a living as a 737
First Officer for Continental Airlines.
Hallteamed with Jacobs in the 15-Meter
Class, flying a Ventus in the field of 40.
Rick Walters, a tall, laid-back type with
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“Fast Guy” Rick Walters. Pho- Smilesrode thelittle
tography by Chuck O’Mahony.

nies and an exciting
airshow were scheduled for Saturday
morning, June 12, and a mini carnival
had been set up for the expected week-
end crowd.

Then came the rain. . . a cold, steady
downpour. The only thing there was
more of than rain was people. These
Swedeshad marked
their calendars for a
trip to the airport on
Saturday morning
and, "by yiminy,”
they were going if
they had to go by
boat. Parking was a
half mile from the
airportinafield that
rapidly turned to
gumbo, but the
crowd streamed in.
Kidswearing yellow
slickers and big

amusement rides,
and their folks
huddled under umbrellas while they
pitched rings to win kewpie dolls.

At the opening ceremonies, a be-
draggled parade of teams, crews and
families marched past the hardy souls

who filled the
bleachers. After a
few short speeches,
Argentina led the
soggy teams back
through the quag-
mire. There was a
S low ceilingand alot

| ofgrayscud,butthe
Swedish Air Force
pilots did what they
could to thrill the
crowd. They flew
low-level formation
intheir Viggens,and

counter, head-on
pass. One solo pilot
did a loop in his Viggen that was one-
third VFR, and two-thirds IFR. Another
jet pilot pushed his Viggen to the brink
of Mach 1, and with the high humidity
the air compression was actually vis-
ible.

Members of the local sky diving club
didn’t even chute up, and the vintage
gliders and tow planes stayed tethered
to the ground, covers snapped tight on
their open cockpits so they wouldn'tfill
up like bath tubs.

Skies were still overcast on Sunday
and there was even a light rain. At the
10:30 briefing most pilots felt they would
assemble gliders and move them to the
grid, but there would be no flying. A
second briefing at 12:30 called for a
13:30launch, and right on schedule Eric
Mozer was towed off runway 30 into a
very "“iffy” looking sky. The 23rd WGC
wasunderway.Injust61minutesallthe
gliders were airborne, and the pilots
wasted little timebefore headingouton
course.

The Opens had a 347 kilometer task,
the 15-Meter ships 332, and the Stan-
dards 287. Throughout the contest, the
tasks were not the traditional triangular
shapes, buttended tobe zig-zag courses
with more turnpoints. There were six
for each class on Day One, and the goal
was to keep the gliders within the
bounds of a flyable air mass. The plan
worked for this day, and with the short
tasks the Sunday crowd didn’t have
long to wait for the gliders to get home.

Goran Ax, two-time World Cham-
pion and a local favorite, flew at 124
km/hand sweptacrossthefinishlinein
less than three hours. Ax made what
proved tobe a crucial decision when he
“tanked up” ata thermal just before the
last turnpoint.

"I climbed to 1400 meters and made
sure I had enough altitude to get home.
My teammatelefttoosoon,anditproved
not a good thing to do. The last leg is
only 24 kilometers, and I didn’t have to
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thermal again.” Asked if he thought he
had won, Ax said “I felt I had flown
well. I didn’t make any serious mis-
takes.” Not making serious mistakes —
and luck —would be key factors for the
contest. Mozer was off to a good start
with a strong fourth place finish, and
Gimmey waswell upin the packin 12th
place. There were no landouts in the
Open Class.

In the Standard Class, 54-year-old
LeonardoBrigliadori,a geld medal win-
ner in Australia, won the day. Two of
our first-timers, Sorenson and Walters
finished 23 and 24. Striedieck was going
it alone when he ran out of air and had
to land out after 168 km. The four new
Crystal gliders, built in France and fly-
ing for the first time in a world compe-
tition, all finished in the top ten. Two
were flown by French pilots, two by
Swedish pilots.

DavidJansen of Australiacamehome
firstin the 15-Meter Class. Richard Hall
did the US. proud by taking fourth
place in his debut in a world comp, and
Jacobs was a fast fifth. Another new

Many interesting ships could be found at the competition,
including the LAK 17. Photography by Yasuhiro Yama.

glider type was getting its
baptism in world competi-
tion, the Lithuanian built
LAK-17. It is an extremely
light ship, with an empty
weight of less than 400
pounds, and the L/D s cal-
culated at 45/1. Five ships
landed outin the class, mak-
ing a total of ten for the day.
Not bad on a gloomy look-
ing day when most of us
ordinary mortals wouldn't
have taken the glider out of
thetrailer. Afterall thescores
had been posted a magnifi-
centrainbow arched across the horizon

underneath. A 180 degree turn off tow
gave the pilots a more promising view
to the southeast, some sunshine and
cumulus. The met men had predicted
deteriorating conditions, so the gliders
made a stampede start.

On course rain blanketed some of the
turnpoints, and at cloud base the sail-
planes were flying in snow! Contest
Director AlfIngesson-Thoor flew asmall
plane out on the course and witnessed
58 off-field landings, 19 inonefield. The
final count was 69 landouts versus 56
pilots with happy crews.

Two time World Champion Baer
Selen won the Standard Class. Ken
Sorenson was one of only 11 in Stan-
dard to make it home, finishing in 7th
place and moving into the top

10. Walters and Striedieck were
among the 38 landouts. “I lefta
thermal at a cloud base of 3,000
feet,” Walters said, “and two
minutes later I was on the
ground.” Hardly time to choose
the appropriate expletive. Day
One’s “top ten” Crystals all
landed out, three of them in the
same field. And for Leonardo

Jan Andersen of Denmark. Photography by
O’Mahony.

From the start, Day Two was a race
against time. The 10 o’clock briefing
was brisk, grid time was set for 10:30,
launch at 11:00. The tow fleet was a
squadron of freshly painted Pawnees,
most with four-bladed props, able to
haul even the Opens in a fast climb at
125 km/h. Today the Pawnees tugged
the 15-Meter gliders from runway 30
directly towards sinister looking black
clouds with dark veils of rain hanging
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Brigliadoriitwasthatshortjour-
ney from the penthouse to the
outhouse. After winning the first
day helanded outon the second, but he
was still in first place overall! It would .
be that kind of a contest. Walters said
later he thought the task was a “world
classcall. The guys who madeitaround
flew 400 km to complete a200 km task.”

Even the Opens with their 60 to 1
glide ratios didn’t fare well. Thirteen
made it home, 14 landed out. Jan
Andersen, a Dane with red hair but an
easy going manner came in first. Géran
Axwassecond, only two points behind,
and he held onto his lead. At the end of
the day’s task, the total number in the
Open Class changed from 27 to 26. One
pilot was caught cheating and was im-
mediately expelled from the contest. A
very unsavorysituation, butatribute to
the alertness of the contest officials.

In15-Meter, Martin Theisinger of Ger-
many got his L5-6 around the course in
the fastest time. David Jansen, another
first day winner, landed out. A frus-
trated Doug Jacobs managed 276 km of
the 295 km task and Hall did 252, but
then gravity took over.

Martyn Wells and Justin Wills, both
of Great Britain, had a second and third
photo finish. Wills commented on the
effects of the precipitation. “The snow
wasn't bad, but the rain made it diffi-
cult, especially on waxed gliders. On a
waxed wing the droplets bead up and
distort the airflow even more. I left the
last turnpoint and computed I would
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have 900 feet at the finish after derating
my glider’s performance by 15% for the
rain. I got to the finish 50 feet off the
ground.” A tough, humbling Day Two
was in the record book.

On Tuesday the pilots walked to the
10:00 briefing in a light drizzle while
their crews moved the gliders to the
grid. There was a second briefing later,
and then a third. It wasn’t until 15:00
thatthe task wasfinally scrubbed. Only
the long daylight hours here allowed
for such long delays. The sun rose at
03:30 and set after 22:30, and it never
really got dark. On some days relights
were permitted until 16:30,and the start
gate didn’t close until 17:00. (To elimi-
nate decision making in these strange
light conditions, itismandatory in Swe-
dentodrivewithyourcarheadlightson
at all times.)

The weather didn’t seem much im-
proved onWednesday, but the Compe-
tition Director launched the Day Three
task, feeling a bit pressured perhaps for
the previous day’s triple briefing. The
results were less than spectacular. Each
day Marion Barritt, Robert Axelsson
and astaffof hard working press people
published abulletin titled Soar Sweden.
On page one, the morning after Day
Three, Deputy Director Robert Danewid
noted, “There were many outlandings
yesterday.” Right, Bob. If asked to de-
scribe Lizzie Borden, Danewid prob-
ably would have said she wasn’tnice to
her parents. Ofthe 115 gliderslaunched
on Day Three, 14 crossed the finish line
and 101 landed out.

Only Pavol Cerny of Slovakia and
EricNapoleonmadeitaround the course
in the 15-Meter Class, and Cerny’s win-
ning speed was 61 km/h. After finish-
ing 12th on Days One and Two,
Napoleon’s second place finish moved
him into first place in the class! His
teammate, Gilbert Gerbaud, is nick-
named “Speedy Gonzalez,” and Doug
Jacobscalls him “The Rocket.” Gerbaud
was a victim of the capricious Swedish
weather and landed out. He was in a
dismal15th placeoverall...butdon’tgo
away! Halland Jacobs werealsoamong
the 38 landouts in the class.

In Open, Stanislaw Wujczak nursed
his ASW-22 home to a first place finish,
and Janusz Centka was right behind,
giving Poland win and place for the
day.Jan Andersen, Day Two's winner,
wasalandout. Gimmey and Mozerboth
landed out. Winning speed was71 km/
h, which meantittook over five hoursto
complete the 366 km task. Pilots who
made it were “parking” in zero sink,
waiting forashower to passa turnpoint
or for the lift to recycle. There were times
to be the hare, times to be the tortoise.
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In Standard Class, the popular Brit,
Andrew Davis, took the day, and
Borgmann of the Netherlands was sec-
ond. Both had landed out on Day Two.
All three of our U.S. pilots landed out,
and it gave Striedieck three for three, a
very unwanted “hat trick.” Charlie
Spratt, crewing for Karl, asked if he
should put in a call to Dr. Kevorkian.
Karl’s temperament seemed ill-sujted
to this low-ceilinged, wait-and-see
Swedish weather. Striedieck’s style is
more like the grim-faced vulture perched
onthe dead treelimb whosays, “Patience
my ass! I wanna kill something.”

A major innovation at the 23rd WGC
was the use of GPS, an acronym for
Global Positioning System. The on-
board unit accepts signals from four or
more of 24 satellites orbiting Earth and
determines the glider’s position to
within a few meters. According to a
survey done by Bernald Smith, 97 glid-
ers in the contest were equipped with
GPS.Ken Sorenson carried a Garmin 55

inhis Discus, a unit which strapped to his
legand looked likeahandheld calculator.

“With GPS you can’t get lost,” Ken
explained. “With my Garmin 55 (cost
about$850)Ican program 240 waypoints
into thememory.IThaveall the turnpoints
entered, and on a task I punch in the
next stop and the GPS tells me the bear-
ing, the distance,and my groundspeed.
Some of the areas we are tlying over are
not very landable, so we are also enter-
ing off-field landing sites. If [ get low, I
can ask the GPS for help and it will give
me the bearing and distance to the nine
nearest landing sites. There is even a
‘man overboard’ feature. If I'm flying
over a spot [ want to remember later, I
can punch a couple of buttons, give the
location a name, and the GPS will store
theexactlatitudeand longitude forme.”

One effect of GPS will be to lessen the
“home field” advantage of local glider
pilots who know the area. Jim Payne
feels the biggest contribution of GPS is
safety, and this was proved out during
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Runwayworkers readying "Potato International.

tography by Chuck O’Mahony.

the contest by quick pin pointing of
downed gliders in potentially hazard-
ous situations. Like swamps. GPS was
used inthiscontestfornavi-

There were six other gliders in
the field, and the farmer’s de-
lighted wife said to the pilots,
“Oh! Butif Iknew youwere com-
ing, I would have cooked!” Her
farm was officially christened
“Potato International.”

: Rick Walters hit his stride and
& garnered a fourth in Standards,
and Striedieck was fifth. Fifth,
that is, until they hit him with a
100 point penalty for his start
photo. Ken Sorenson flew the

" Pho. courseat101km/hand was12th

in a tightly bunched group.
JohnByrd, a three-time contes-
tantin the Worlds, crewed for Sorenson.
Byrd began to perceive success in this
contest hinging more on survival than

gation only, but in the fu-
tureitisexpected toreplace
the camera for recording %
turnpoints.

Our team had its best
showing on Day Four. Ray
Gimmey finished second
behind four-time World
Champion Ingo Renner,
and Mozer came in eighth.
In 15-Meter, Hall had an-
other good run for a fifth
place. Doug Jacobs flew
agressively,choosingtorace [

rather than retreat, and it John Byrd talks with ULS. Team member Ken Sorenson. Pho-

cost him.

“If you are out on course
and you're thermaling,” saysJim Payne,
“youare going the wrong direction half
the time.”

Doug was going in the right direc-
tion, but he landed in the same potato
field he had landed in on Day Two.

tography by Chuck O'Mahony.

speed, and suggested Ken carry less
water ballast.

“Full water doesn’t really add that
much to your speed capability,” Byrd
noted. “Staying up in weak liftisamore
critical factor here.”

Friday, June 18, brought better
weather, and the CD called for longer
tasks. The Open and 15-Meter Classes
flew north in the heavily forested area,
a sector to be used only under ideal
conditions.

“There were long stretches up there
with absolutely nowhere to land,”
Gimmey said.

Atone point, Mozer gotlow and was
sizing up prospects of a lake landing.
Gimmey flew home ninth and Mozer
was 19th. Jan Andersen won his second
day, with Brianand GillianSpreckley of
Great Britain close behind. Gillian, a
short-haired, gamintypeand afirstrate
competition pilot, rode the back seat of
the ASH-25. (Between contests the
Spreckleys host glider safaris to the
French Alps and the Pyrenees. Sure
beats working at MacDonalds.)

Flying in the same area as the Opens
proved tougher for the 15-Meter pilots,
and there were 13 landouts. Kuusisto of
Finland and Theisinger of Germany,
firstand second inthe standings, landed
out and dropped back into the crowd.
Jacobs got960 points foraseventh place
finish, and in spite of three landouts
moved into 14th place. Hall was 21st,
17th overall. Australian Brad Edwards,
a gold medalist at Uvalde in 91, got a
hard earned 1000 points with his first
win,

Lopitaux of France won in his Crys-
tal, but the handsome young Dutch-
man, Eric Borgmann, took over the lead
in the class. And could we haveadrum
roll for Karl Striedieck? He blasted home
a strong tenth — with no penalties —and
his crew — brother Walter and Charlie
Spratt—had a pleasant dinner, on time.

KenSorensonand Rick Walterswere

s A LT O ROCK & ROLL TO THE MAX!
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Clifton Park, NY 12065
518-371-2046

BUSINESS@MEMBEF\

24

SOARING



Eric Mozer and Klaus Holighaus. Pho-
tography by Chuck O’Mahony.

BORLANGE SWEDEN

.

Girl with photo board. Photogra-
phy by Yasuhiro Yama.

™ ———

P.A. Persson of Sweden won WGC
in 1948 in Switzerland, flying a
Weihe. Photography by Chuck
O’Mahony.

/ Cathy & Richard Hall talk with Doug Jacobs. Photography
w by Chuck O'Mahony.

Midsummer festival. Photography by Chuck
O’Mahony.

=4 54 e
s for launch. Photography by Bernald Smithand Tom Zealley(1.G.C. Rep. from England.)

oy

Eric Napoleon (France) 1st in 15- —_—
Meter. Photography by Chuck  Preparing the ship
O’Mahony. Yasuhiro Yama. Photography by Chuck O’Mahony.
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Hana Zejdova from Czechia. Photography by
Chuck O’ Mahony.

back in the pack. Waltersfound himself
below the working band of lift after
releasing from tow and wound up mak-
ing an unintentional late start. He was
the last starter and didn’t see another

Photography by Yasuhiro Yama.

glider the entire task. Release altitude
for the gliders was 700 or 800 meters,
and there were days when this altitude
was barely in an area of lift. There were
numerous instances of pilots having
trouble just getting out of the gate. It
was difgicult, too, trying to find lift un-

U.S. Team member Eric Mozer patiently waits in the cockpit of his Schempp-Hirth Nimbus 4.

der a thermaling glider on course.
“He might be 500 feet above you and
going to the moon, and you've got zip,”
said Mozer.
Already four pilots had led the 15-
Meter Class and three the Standard
Class.Only Géran AxinOpenhad been

—
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the front runner from Day One. Martyn
Wells, a seasoned Worlds contest vet-
eran, flew an LS-6 for Great Britain.

“I've never seen a contest like this
one. Usually after three or four days a
contestsettlesintoapattern, butnot this
one. A chap wins oneday, lands out the
next. You get a seven knot thermal and
bore ahead expecting another one, and
it’s not there,” he remarked.

The quick changes of fortune would
be the trademark of this contest.

Richard Hall adjusted his strategy to
fit the weather.

“Leavealittlelaterand try to catchup
with the pack. Then fly with the fast

Sorenson were in the middle of the
finishers.

Gimmey and Mozer both flew well,
finishing sixth and seventh and giving

- the U.S. team its best showing, five pi-

lots in the top ten. The multi-talented
Klaus Holighaus was a commanding
first in the Open Class in his own Nim-
bus 4. Janusz Centka of Poland would
have moved into first place, butboth he
and his teammate, Stanislaw Wujczak,
were assessed a 100 point penalty for
“dangerous flying in clouds near the
departure area.” Despite a 16th place
firush, Goran Ax remained in first place.

The Swedes measure cloud cover in

eighths, octas, and on Sunday, June 20,
eight octas cancelled any chance for a
flying day. There was more of the same
on Monday, and now 11 days was the
maximum number for contest flying.
The met men expected rainshowers
by afternoon on Tuesday, so on Day
Seven shorter tasks were called. OQur
team had another hot day with Eric
Mozer second, and Sorenson and
Walters fifth and ninth. Hall was 14th
and Jacobs 19th, but both moved up in
the standings, Doug to 12th and Rich-
ard to 13th. Gimmey was 15th for the
day and 11th overall. Striedieck chose
analternatelanding field approximately

guysand try to be at the top of
the last gaggle. The only
trouble is, there’s not much
room at the top,” Hall said.
Allthe pilots were surprised
at how rapidly the weather
cycled, ten minutes often be-
ing the difference between
strong liftor a rain shower ata
turnpoint. Thenumerouslarge
lakes in the task area factored
in another variable. The lakes
were still considerably colder
than the land, and the shore-
line cu’s sometimes yielded
good lift, sometimes nothing.
Much of this was unreadable
and unpredictable. It was gen-
erally agreed among all the
pilots that luck was playing a
larger role than usual.
Threatening weather from
the southeast called foranearly
launch and shorter tasks on
Saturday, the fourth straight
day of flying. Most pilots
started early, the foul weather
held off, and thehighest speeds
of the contest were logged.
Birger Bulukin of Norway blis-
tered the course at 133.77
km/h in 15-Meter for his sec-
ond first-place finish. Eric Na-
poleon trailed mostof the field,
finishing 32nd, buthung on to
first place. Hana Zejdova from
Czechia, the only woman PIC
in the contest, completed the
course in her Ventus at 119
km/h. Hall and Jacobs both
finished in the top ten at sixth
and eighth. Overall, Jacobswas
13th-stillan outside shotfora
medal - and Hall was 15th.
InStandards, Andrew Davis
of Great Britain won the day
and moved into first place, the
fifth differentleaderinsixdays
of racing, Rick Waltershad an-
othergood day, bringing “Fast
Guy” in ninth. Striedieck and
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ITTSHOW MUCH???

Advance notice was that prices in Sweden would be high,
even by European standards, and they didn’t disappoint us.
Actually, the $4.00a gallon gasoline didn’tbotherme asmuch
asitshould have.Thad been warned thatitwas $5.00a gallon,
so Ifelt like Iwas getting a 20% discount. Still, putting 3/4 of
a tank of gas into a little stick-shift Peugeot and shelling out
$45 made me feel like a skin graft donor. The Swedes are
aggressivedrivers,and maybe the price of fuelhas something
to do with it.

AtMacDonalds,a BigMac, large friesand acoke cost $7.70.
A bottle of beer is ONLY $4.25 at a restaurant, but a half liter
atadisco can set you back $6.50. A trip to the barber shop for
a haircut lightened my wallet by $25 U.S. dollars... plus tip.
For a few heady moments I felt like President Clinton.

Swedes don't always think the best things in life should be
free. Water with dinner at the Chinese (Chinese!) restaurant
inBérlange putsan85 centcharge for “isvatten” on the check.
And it costs 70 cents for a routine urination at the men'sroom
in the Central frain station in Stockhlom. They get you
coming and going.

The unit of currency in Swedenis the krona, plural kronor.
A 100 kronor note is the same size as a dollar bill, but it has
DannyKaye’s picture onit,soit'seasy toforgetitisworth $14.
Before departing the Stockholm airport I wanted to unload
my few remaining kronor, all 200 of them, so I went into the
duty free shop and bought candy. On the plane it dawned on
me. My stars! I just bought $28 worth of chocolate bars.

It's nice to be home.

26 kilometersshortof the fin-
ish line. It might have been
worse. Georg Schuster of
Austria in Oscar Nine flew
256.8 km beforelanding, and
this put him into a lake. For-
tunately, his ASW-24 has a
front hinged canopy and the
instruments raise up with it.
This put them above the wa-
ter line, and the only thing
dampened was Georg’s spir-
its. It was status quo in the
cumulativeleads, withGoran
Ax, EricNapoleonand Andy
Davis retaining their #1 posi-
tions.

At noon on Day Eight the
15-Meter Class waslaunched
and many of the pilots had
difficulty finding lift imme-
diately off tow in an overde-
veloping sky. Swiss pilot Ri-
chard Hachler took themaxi-
mum three tows, and then
landed 7.8 kilometers from
the airfield. Hachler’s prob-
lemsmay haveinfluenced the
competition director’s deci-
sionto delay theOpenlaunch
and scrub the Standard Class
altogether.

Pilots in Standard were
perturbed at the call.

“OurL/Disthesameasthe
15-Meters,” said KenSorenson.
“We're giving up a day we're
going to be sorry we lost.”

(Given my flying skills, I
would have hot footed itback
to the hotel and penned a
thank you note to the CD.)
Buttime was runningoutand
Andy Davis had a 155 point
lead.

Inthe 15-Meterrace, Italy’s
GhiorzoStefano was first, just
onepointahead of England’s
Martyn Wells. The leaders
were closely bunched and
Jacobs got 975 points for his
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seventh place fin-
ish. Doug had
fought his way up
to ninth place, a
world classdisplay
of true grit. New-
comer Hall was ig-
noringthepressure |
and riding in 13th
place. France’s Na-
poleon continued
his steady if un-
spectacular flying,
finishing 12th but
still leading the
class by 195 points.

47 points separated the first
three places in Open Class.
EricMozer landed 16th, along-
side Ingo Renner and Klaus
Holighaus.

Day Nine of flying (Day
Eight for the Standard Class)
brought strange weather and
strange results. The gliders
were launched in light rain
butaimed at some good look-
ing cloud streets, and the
weather was just as change-
ableoncourse. Onthefirstleg,
to the northwest, Federico
Blatter of Switzerland in his

Denmark’s ]an AkgPettersson ngwedgn landed in Nimbus 3 faced a 420 meter
Andersen earned a a small lake in the Dala ]arna areaq. hill with 370 meters of alti-
pair of 1's on the Photography by Chuck O'Mahony. tude. He had to put India Kilo

scoresheet. Hewon

the day for an incredible fourth time
and moved ahead of Géran Ax, thelocal
crowd’s favorite who had been leading
since the first day. On page one of the
daily contest bulletin there would beno
more, “Heja, Goéran! Way to go!”
Germany’s Holger Back, a medalist in
Uvalde, was second, arid Ray Gimmey
finished in the money in third. Janusz
Centka was in dogged pursuit, and his
fourth place for the day moved him into
third in the cumulative standings. Only

ELECTRONIC O, DELIVERY SYSTEM

* The EDS is an electronic aviation oxygen
system that synchronizes the administration
of oxygen with yourbreathing usingaslittlcas
1/10 the amount over conventional systems.
A built-in pressure-ajtitude barometer auto-
matically adjusts oxygen administration for
the altitude you are flying to ensure up to 90%
PaO, SAT.

System is 1/10 the weight and volume over
conventional systems and lasting as much as
10 hours on one charge.

Complete EDS system only $899.95 + S&H.
See March '93 Soaring for additional details.
Other models and information available.
Major credit cards and FAX orders accepted

MOUNTAIN HIGH E&S CO.
516 12th AVE.
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84103-3209 U.S.A.

Tel: 1-800-468-8185 » 24 Hr.Fax 801-364-6207
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down in a swamp. Mozer
watched the drama unfold from above
and used his GPS to pinpoint the loca-
tion for the rescue team and a military
helicopter got there promptly. Centka
won the day and moved Andersen to
second place, Axtothird. Only 19 points
separated the three leaders, and the
Spreckley team was 318 points back in
fourth, seemingly outof contention. Ray
Gimmey stayed in the top ten with a 16th
place finish, and Mozer finished ninth for
the day, 13th overall.

There were some anxious moments

during the 15-Meterrace. Sweden’s Ake
Pettersson went off
the radar scope and
wasn’t heard from
until 19:45. He had
ditched inasmalllake
in the DalaJarna area
west of Borlange and
couldn’t get to a
phone. Determined
to continue flying —
and he did — Pet-
tersson even sal-
vaged the pieces of
his broken canopy.
Hislandoutdropped
him from second to [*5
15th place. There &8
were only four la-
ndouts in 15-Meters,
and one of the others
was gold medal win-
ner Brad Edwards,
also winner of Da )
Five. Thapilotssay 1}; Chuck O’Mahony.
the lift is marginal, the first guy out on
course is like a pig in a mine field. The
“loners” in this contest were proving it
every day.

Ray Gimmey pondered why
Pettersson ditched.

“The weatheris not uniform through
the task here. You go like gangbusters
forawhile, then youhave to creep. Ake

Aviewof the ground control building ™. : .
for the U.S. Team. Photography by with Centka, just slightly

got to pushing hard and the clouds
were phonies. A lot of them look great
but just don’t produce any lift.”

Eric Mozer agreed.

“Sometimes good looking clouds
have nothing, while the ugliest looking
cloud has 10knots. And you can get out
of phase here. .. be at the right place at
the wrong time. You may fly well, but
you may not score well.”

HansObermayer of Germany moved
into the lead of 15-Meters, with Patrick
Driessen, New Zealand’s lone entry,
second, and Kuusisto of Finland third.
Seventy points separated the trio. Eric
Napoleon came down in the standings
while his teammate Gerbaud struggled
up, and the twowerenow ina dead heat
forfifth.Jacobsand Hallhung in there at
9th and 13th. The two Englishmen,
Martyn Wells and Justin Wills earned
firstand second placein thedaily scores.

Andrew Davisincreased hislead over
Eric Borgmann to a fat 281 points in the
Standard Class,and Tomasz Rubaj tight-
ened his hold on third place. Striedieck
had a good run and finished ninth,
Sorensonwas 17thand Walters came in
24th.

Cold, stable air from a slow moving
shower virtually eliminated thermal
activity at the airport on Day Ten. Only
the Open Class launched, although the
other two classes weren’t cancelled un-
tilmid-afternoon. The 402
km task proved to be the
most difficult of the con-
test, and not a single one
of the long-winged glid-
ers was able to make it
back to Dala Airport. But
what a gallant effort they
made!

JanuszCentka, theday’s
winner, was actually he-
aded into a field for an
outlanding at one point
i when he found weak lift,
d worked it patiently, then
pressed on. It was after
20:00 hours when he fi-
nally didland, less than20
km from the finish line.
For a while Brian and
Gillian Spreckley were

lower, near Ludvika.

Centka detoured west to
what looked like lift, and after an in-
cockpit discussion the Spreckley's de-
cided nottoriskfollowing. Theysteered
fortheairportatLudvikainstead. Trust-
ing their GPStotally they approached a
field they had never seen before and it
popped into view when they were at
300 feet, totally committed. (One other
optionhad beenrejected earlier...Brian’s

SOARING



suggestion that Gillian bail out
tolightenthe glider.) EricMozer
scratched for 270 km and still
called it his most enjoyable and
rewarding flight of the contest.
Ray Gimmey attempted three
starts from 700 meter tows that
took himrightto cloud basebut
nolift. Heneverreally gotout of
the gate and wound up with a
dismal score that killed his
standing.

Centka’s valiant effort just
about iced the gold medal. He
flew 70 more km than the sec-
ond placeglider (the Spreckley’s
ASH-25) and put 293 points be- |
tween himself and Goéran Ax.
Centka’s odyssey was later
lauded as “the greatest flight of
the contest,” and atthenextday’s
briefing he was given a long |
ovation fromhis peers. Firstand
second place now seemed de-
cided, but the Spreckley's had
pulled within two points of Jan
Andersen.

Saturday, June 26, was Midsummer
Festival, Sweden’sbiggestholiday. How
big a celebration is Midsummer Festi-
val? Well, in Borlange evenMacDonalds
closed down. Only Christmasisbigger,
and not by much. Everyone dresses up
in traditional costumes, and there is
much drinking and folk dancing. Ev-
erything is decorated with birch
branches—homes, boats, cars,and even
motorcycles. There are picnics, boat
parades and maypole dances, and even
the young men wear halos of flowers.
All of Sweden becomes one big party.

No celebrations yet for the contes-
tants. The pilots in Open Class were
given a 415 km task and Janusz Centka
didn't play it safe. A true champion, he
battled to the finish and actually in-
creased his lead. While Ray Gimmey,
Stanislaw Wujczak of Poland and Gér-
ard Lherm of France came home in a
three way tie for first, Centka was only
7 points behind in fifth place. This gave
him 372 points more than Géran Ax. It
was a far cry from his 10 point win in
Uvalde in 1991. Centka proved he can
fly the booming Texas cloud streets or
Sweden’s park-and-wait weather with
world class skill.

For the first time in a WGC, a two-
place ship took a medal. Brian and
Gillian Spreckley in their ASH-25 took
the bronze. Who could have predicted
that two medal winners would end up
kissing on the podium?

You'll be glad you did.

Check out our ad on Page 8. J

Australian Ingo Renner in the cockpit of his ASW-22 BEL sailplane. Renner’s position was ranked at 14th
for the Final Results in the Open Class category. Photography by Yasuhiro Yama.

PUT A WIND TUNNEL IN YOUR PC
AIRFOIL-ii

NOWv, 2.0 -11  Airfoil Design and Analysis System
AlRFOIL-ii provides the 10ols needed to design tow sUsinEs sgmr warn  EGA/YGA GRAPHICS
Y% speed airfoils to your specification or predict USER SELECTED
" the performance of standard airfoils at your wre GRAPHICS PRINT SIZE
conditions on your IBM PC or compatible. — LASER PHINTER SUPPORT
,,,,,, 2060 500 L o

g

Reynolds numbers
from 60,000 to [
100,000,000. o

LY /}
FX 60-128 >
v —— ! 7‘"‘\ 1} k3
oo a 'II re o \'_ __A'—P_.’" T —1 Bl
Price: $395.00, USA and Canada. re BE U mmecgefERI TR age
Others please write for details. BOUNDARY LAYER ANALYSIS AIRWARE
LIFT/DRAG POLAR Dept. S2
Demo program for $10.00, TURBULENT TRANSITION P.O. Box 295

refundable. Info free. SEPARATION Canton, CT 06019

THE SOARING CENTRE

P.O. Box 1926, Ridgeland, South Carolina 29936 = 803 726-5599

VIDEO RENTAL

ABOUT SOARING
Six Hour Training Tape
$30.00 per Month plus $5.00 Shipping
& Handling

by Derek Johnson

INSTRUCTION
Hourly and daily rates

About Soaring by Derek Johnson
Training Manual $ 17.95 + $1.00 S&H

an- Video Tapes $160.95 + $3.50
One-on-one or, Combined Package ~ $167.95 + $3.50
Groups of Four Air Tow Tape $ 24.95 + $2.00

Ground Launch Tape $ 33.00 +$2.00

Basic Cross Country

SEPTEMBER 1993

29



SCORESHEETS AND FINAL STANDINGS

23rd WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Borliange, Sweden — June 13 — June 26, 1993
FINAL RESULTS FOR STANDARD CLASS
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1 80 DAVIS, ANDREW GBR Discus B (9) 716 (20) 650 (1) 1000 (13) 624 (16) 896
2 Al BORGMANN, ERIC NET DiscusbT (2) 798 (27) 607 (2) 985 (18) 590 (9) 916
3 BD RUBAJ, TOMASZ POL SZD-55-1 (36) 513 (4) 748 (3) 984 (6) 636 (11) 911
4 L3 STEPANEK, JIRL TCH Discus B (13) 684 (19) 654 (7) 969 (25) 569 (26) 822
5 U SORRI, JUHA FIN LS-7 (@) 36 (9)73 (6) 976 (2) 659 (37) 773
6 EL LOPITAUX,).C. FRA  Crystal (3) 769 (27) 607 (13) 572 (15) 618 (1) 1000
7 NI11 FISCHER, PETER GER Discus  (14) 681 (27) 607 (22) 564 (16) 614 (21) 872
8 EZ ZIEGLER, ERWIN GER Discus  (11) 701 (4) 748 (42) 392 (24) 577 (19) 884
9 SB SELEN, BAER NET ASW-24 (28) 590 (1) 781 (13) 572 (35) 537 (23) 864
10 L7 KOZAR, JOSEF SLK Discus  (15) 678 (16) 659 (13) 572 (22) 581 (29) 812
11 RB BRIGLIADORI, L. “ITA  Discus (1) 823 (12) 664 (25) 59 (37) 529 (24) 861
12 CO HANSSON, URBAN SWE Crystal (8) 728 (27) 607 (11) 586 (13) 624 (3) 936
13 EM FLAMENT, DENIS FRA Crystal  (10) 710 (27) 607 (21) 565 (20) 588 (4) 931
14 ZT GAUMANN, MARKUS SUI DiscusB (16) 666 (18) 658 (24) 560 (29) 714 (10) 630
15 OB JAIME, JOSE BEL DiscusB (22) 628 (35) 604 (10) 744 (17) 601 (28) 814
16 AX VERMEER, SIKKO NET DiscusB  (4) 736 (35) 604 (13) 572 (5) 643 (13) 904
17 AC KRASNODEBSKI, A. POL SZD-55-a (38) 501 (12) 664 (8) 800 (7) 635 (6) 922
18 4P POZNIAK, MARIUSZ POL SZD-55-1 (46) 210 (3) 749 (8) 800 (8) 634 (2) 944
19 10 ICHIKAWA, MAKOTO PN SZD-55 (37) 511 (47) 579 (4) 980 (31) 545 (14) 901
20 Y4 SORENSON, KEN USA Discus A (23) 617 (7) 742 (31) 532 (12) 628 (41) 729
21 SG LAINIO, RAINER SWE Crystal (6) 729 (26) 615 (11) 586 (46) 479 (8) 919
22 949 WATT, DAVID GBR ASW-24 (31) 569 (38) 593 (25) 559 (11) 629 (27) 817
23 OL OYE,STIG DEN Discus B (18) 639 (11) 728 (13) 572 (1) 698 (15) 900
24 BE OBRIST, BASIL SUI  LS7WL  (34) 560 (2) 767 (28) 557 (9) 632 (33) 790
25 BM GULYAS, GYORGY HUN Discus CS (29) 583 (27) 607 (36) 449 (39) 506 (25) 833
26 KB KASSAI, BELA HUN Discus CS (21) 631 (10) 733 (41) 409 (36) 534 (36) 776
27 33  OTTOSSON, CURT SWE LS7WL (41) 425 (12) 664 (35) 480 (29) 559 (12) 907
28 TA PAJUNEN, VESA FIN SZD-55 (19) 634 (27) 607 (4) 980 (34) 539 (18) 891
29 SO STOGNER, GREGOR AUT Discus  (32) 563 (23) 617 (40) 414 (21) 582 (5) 928
30 ZL HAMMERLE, HEINZ AUT LS-7 (19) 634 (42) 591 (36) 449 (23) 579 (21) 872
31 12 SILVANOVITCH, A. RUS Discus  (27) 594 (38) 593 (22) 564 (41) 503 (20) 874
32 AT TAIMIOJA, ANTI FIN Discus A (6) 729 (38) 593 (19) 566 (3) 656 (30) 806
33 FG WALTERS, RICK USA DiscusB  (24) 611 (35) 604 (13) 572 (4) 652 (45) 659
34 PE SORBYE, ERLEND NOR LS-7WL (42) 400 (12) 664 (28) 557 (43) 496 (35) 782
35 79 ODA, MOTOHARU JPN  Discus B (43) 353 (46) 583 (39) 421 (19) 589 (44) 678
36 3A AVANZINI, LUCIANO ITA Discus  (17) 654 (38) 593 (33) 527 (33) 543 (31) 802
37 ET HEIRISS, DIETRICH RSA Discus  (30) 576 (27) 607 (36) 449 (44) 492 (40) 747
38 VW STRIEDIECK, KARL USA ASW-24 (47) 206 (21) 624 (46) 287 (31) 545 (10) 912
39 JO GORE-BROWN, MILES AUS Discus A (40) 483 (23) 617 (34) 515 (42) 497 (39) 750
40 559 ROLLINGS, CHRIS GBR SZD-55 (25) 596 (6) 744 (44) 310 (48) 451 (46) 535
41 IF  LAIRD, MARK AUS SZD-55  (45) 212 (48) 517 (19) 566 (28) 560 (7) 920
42 IC  MACIULIS, VYTAUTAS LIT Discus  (35) 558 (44) 587 (25) 559 (38) 525 (42) 728
43 09 SCHUSTER, GEORG AUT ASW-24 (40) 125 (23) 617 (47) 259 (27) 565 (38) 765
44 D1 SCHMELTZP.]. DEN ASW-24 (25) 596 (21) 624 (43) 333 (45) 491 (32) 795
45 A2 JONUSAS, A. LIT LS-7 (48) 166 (44) 587 (30) 534 (26) 566 (43) 727
46 MA TAYLOR, BRUCE AUS ASW-24 (33) 561 (16) 659 (49) 92 (30) 554 (17) 892
47 IN ASKE, OLE JOHN NOR LS7WL (44) 332 (7) 742 (48) 146 (47) 473 (47) 516
48 K REPICKY, FERNANDO ARG DiscusB (12) 688 (49) 507 (45) 289 (40) 504 (48) 427
49 SP  FRANK,0OJVIND DEN LS-7 (39) 485 (43) 588 (32) 530 (49) 0 (49) 49
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23rd WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS
FINAL RESULTS FOR 15-METER CLASS

O ® N oW W o~ = FINAL POSITION

321
uz
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MT
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PILOT

GERBAUD, GILBERT
NAPOLEON, ERIC
JANOWITSCH, W.
SKALSKIS, STASYS
THEISINGER, M.
WILLS, JUSTIN
TRZECIAK, JANUSZ
OBERMEYER, HANS
DRIESSEN, PATRICK
KUUSISTO, SIMO
GHLORZO, S.
HAGNANDER, T.
TERMAAT, R.
WELLS, MARTYN
JACOBS, DOUG
PETTERSSON, AKE
MATTHEWS, PAUL
HALL, RICHARD

HDM JANSEN, DAVID

LF
BB
Y
55
1%
LI
SV
51
YL
Z1
SM
BH
800
M
7K
M
v
upP
3L
PL
A6

DEDERA, MILOS
BULUKIN, BIRGER
GALETTO, GIORGIO
HANSEN, KRISTIAN
KEPKA, F.

CERNY, PAVOL
SABECKIS, V.
WIENBERG, iB
EDWARDS, BRAD
GOUDRIAAN, O.
SMIT, MARTIN
KRISTIANSEN, S.
HAGGENMULLER, R
VAN BREE, MAX
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