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A TEAM EFFORT 

by Chuck O'Mahony 

"It was a good day, we were all running pretty well 
and Jae Walker and I got ahead af the pack. We had to 
cross a broad valley of the Durance River and on the 
long glide there was rough, rough down wash ... wind 
shadow thermals almost too frightening to turn in. 
The glider was nearly uncontrolIable, banging around 
and yawing from side to side. At one point I saw the 
pee bag about two feet over my head and I thought 
'this is going to be bad,' but it was a freezer bag, good 
and that," strong, This is so it didn't Jacobs* bust, snugged and I was happy about k 

the cockpit of Front row (L fo R) Doug Jacobs, Jae Walker, Bill Bartell, Gary lttner. Back 
his LS-81 fl*ng a task Fralce's Southern Alps dm- row ( L  to R) George Moffnt, Ron Tabey, Christophe Veron, Eric Mozer, 

L ing the twenty-fifth World Gliding Championships. h r k  Huffitutler, 'I gained some altitude on the Ubac ridges, and 

7 
now to get to the turnpoint I've got to get around two But there was a safe field right across the river, so I decid- 

8 more ridges that ended in the river valley. I got as high as ed to give it one last shot and took a quick right down into 
I could on the first one, then dove for the backside of the the river vaby .  1 started working a little hill maybe two to 
Iast one. This ridge. unfortunatelv. curved around to the three hundred feet high, a river bank actually, and after 

L , .  

north and diverted the northwest 
-1 wind and made it flow east. I was 

] in the most violent downwash I've 
ever encountered. I radioed Jae not 
to come this way as I went crashing 
down the hill side, at what I'm sure 
was over ten knots of sink. 

"I barely made it around the cor- 
ner of the ridge at less than 300 feet 
and about then I started thinking 
about Charlotte and Molly and 
dancing at their weddings. I'd 

Eric lxnd R l l d ~  Mazer never, ever pulled one out this low 
nt ASH-25. and I was ready to drop the gear. 

sawing, back and fohh a couple 
times I finally got something 1 could 
get a wing into. I inched up, one 
knot turned into two, and after 
about 30 minutes of froggin' around 
I finally got high enough to dive for 
the next ridge, the Chabre, where I 
seven and ekht  knot lift got me to I 
that ridge top and I was flying 
again. It was an absolute miracle!" 

Doug Jacobs, a gold medal win- 
ner thevfkst time hve ever flew in a Tapio Savolainen (from 
WGC, was flying in Standard Class Finland) and l-lannff 
here at St. Auban. His team mate Linkel 

Lead Pnse Photo: Eric Mozer and Christophe Veron soar high above Fre~zch soil ill u Schleicher ASH-25. 
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was Jae Walker, competing in his first 
WGC, flying a Discus. Walker is a DC-9 
captain for USAirways. In the 15-Meter 
Class Bill Bartell was flying his Ventus 28 
in somewhat familiar territory, having., 

I 
competed in last year's pre-worlds, the," 1 

- - -  ' ' 2 -+A. 

.Il'.y. 'I,' 
' .:Jl-.d I1 

~avender  Glide. H ~ S  teamAmate was Gary- " 

Ittner, flying his second WGC in a Ventus 
CA. Ron Tabery in Open Class, a veteran 
of two previous Worlds, piloted a brand I new ASW-22. Rounding out the field were 
Eric Mozer and Christophe Veron in the 
two place ASH-25. This was the seventh 
WGC for Eric, and he had garnered Grids!lot. 
Bronze medals in two of the previous con- 
tests, "When I knew I was going to fly more than 2,000 hours in these Southern Alps over the 
here, the first phone call I made was to last 20 years. "We fly here for pleasure," he said, "and we 
Christoplle," Mazer said, "He llas 3,500 use a 'what if" technique. Before We leave the lift at a key 
hours of flying here, and point we ask 'what if the 
I wouldn't have wanted 

h i m .  Veron, now 

a ";1 
lift isn't working at the 

to attempt this without next key point?' Then we 
choose a backup. The 

native of Texas, original- competition pilots can't 
ly came from this area. always do this. They are 
Mozer first met him in flying fast and often low, 
Uvalde in 1991 where he and there is pressure to 
was crewing in the win. That's when this 
Worlds for French pilo area becomes dangerous." 
Gerard Lherm. This was Another new weapon in 
the seven man U.S. team the team's arsenal was 
that had come to fly in an Bob Leve who holds a - area with a reputation for doctorate in psychology. 

chewing up pilots and gliders with A former U.S. Nationals 
alarming regularity, where the wind Master cycling champion, 
often blew two directions at once and rn a lecturer at Lake Placid 
every change in direction and velocity \,,, __, am _mropm vm, Olympic training center, 
rearranged the lift. The pilots had prac- Leve was a military heli- 
ticed for a week at Gap, a field 50 Krn to the north, and copter pilot and now flies his own ASW-20. Another 
occasionally found they were ridge soaring crabbing into Moffat choice, Leve was responsible for the physiological 
the mountain. well being of the team and also helped them deal with the 

Captain of the U.S. team was Mark Huffstutler, and he p~ychologicd aspects of world class competition. He 
got lots of help from his wife, Kerry. They repIaced the worked to get these highly individualistic pilots to place 

I able team of Jim and Jackie Payne, who handled these trust and reliance 0x1 their flying partner to gain the 
roles for the five previous Worlds. A key addition to the advantages of team flying. Leve ave instructions on t group was a team coach, George Moffat, twice a Worlds energy management for the long tas s and a long contest, 

P - gold medal winner, in Marfa, Texas in 1970 and in and suggestions on what to eat. Leve considered recom- 
Waikerie, Australia in 1974. Moffat's aim was to _. 
instill a positive attitude in our pilots. Rule #1, LL -- 
"From the moment you arrive at the contest site, 
it's showtime! You're on! Look, act and talk con- - 
fident. Mental attitudes are more important than e 

minor differences in flying skills.' Moffat was 
asked if he thought the shift in Standard Class , k -  
from the Discus to the LS-7's and LS-8's (25 of 
the 36 Standard gliders were LS ships) was 
based on better performance. "The LS may be 
1/23, better," he said, "but contests are often 
won by less than that margin." Moffat is a pilot 

r 
who won by thinking in terms of seconds and 
fractions of percents. 

Although he is English, Bill Malpas also wore 
a red, white and blue U.S. team cap. A close 
friend of Moffat's, Malpas agreed to act as the 
local area adviser and brief our pilots each day 
on what to expect while out on task. Malpas was 
extremely well qualified, a CFIG who has flown john Joe W n l k r  Q M ~  Doug jacobs. 
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at the SSA Convention, the 
board of directors ratified a 
Ulorld Soaring Championship 
team committee and I was 
appointed chairman. The pri- 
mary objective was to get a 
fully funded, totally preparcd 
team to the Worlds in 1997, 
and to improve our team 
standing. Individual medals 
were a secondary considera- 
tion, the main focus was on the 
team. 

I picked four people to work 
with me. George Moffat was 
chosen to get the team pilots 
into the right frame of mind for 
the competition. The adminis- 
trative tasks - rental cars, hotel 
arrangements, shipping - were 
done by Dale Bush. Dick 
Mockler managed the fund 
raising and John Good was a 

David Ellis receives a special OSTW prize for GPS development from Manfred Reinhardt. great choice to handle all 
things technical. Good matched 

mending a "final glide cocktail," ingesting sugar or caf- glider performance of the two ships in each class wherev- 
feine near the finish line to spike the blood sugar level. er possible to facilitate team flying. 
My personal choice aftefa flight in these Alps wouId have At the SSA Convention in Dallas all the team members 
been a jeroboam of vodka. spent eight hours together talking about France and get- 

The U.S. involvement in the Worlds has been complete- ting to know each other. A big boost came later from Jerry 
ly restructured in the ask two years, and Mark Mercer, builder of the Genesis, who invited everyone to f Huffstutler reviewed the p anning it took to get this team his ranch in Montrose, Colorado. April of this year Moffat 
and its support group to St. Auban. "In the Spring of 1995 and I and all seven team pilots spent five days at Jerry's 

A v i m  of St.  AubanlChateau Arnoux, Contest Site. 
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I and he paid for the whole 
thing, air fare, catering, the 
works. The pilots did some fly- 
ing, but the emphasis was on 
working as a team, getting to : 

I know one ano-, establish- 

Grid shot with Montfirt in background, a centuries old vilkge overlooking the airfield. 
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ing for your Cadets.' Our group long-wing sailplanes. 
met in Dover, Delaware, and 11 Monday, 30 June, official Contest 
team members and four gliders Day One Ninety two sailplanes 
were airlifted to Ramstein, representing 24 countries gridded 
Germany on a C5A. (Two up on the spacious St. Auban grass 
sailplanes werc already at the con- field, 400 meters wide, 1200 meters 
test site. Tabery had bought a new long, elevation 1509 feet. The glid- 
ASW-22 in Germany, and Mozer zrs had room to line up in rows of 
had taken his glider over in May 12, and 16 tow planes revved up 
to practice.) We not on!y saved md readied for the launch. There 
rental costs, but being able to fIy were three Pawnees and eight 
their own gliders was a big psy- Rallyes with 235 HP engines, and a 
chological boost for the guys, too." half dozen 180 HP Jodel D-140s. 
The U.S.A.F. Academy cadets The tugs carrled only an hour and 
were Holly Cooper, Brian Burke a half's fuel to expedite tows, but 
and Tom Paynter, a11 going into even at this lighter weight the 
their senior year at the Academy, Jodels weren't used to pull the big 
all instructors in the Academy's Open Class ships. 
glider program. They were The frustrations of contest soar- 
accompanied by Capt. Ken Gates, Ron T a b e ~  and his Schleicher ASW-22 captured in ing kicked in right from the start. 
an ex B-52 pilot, and they all Pi,qirt. After briefing at 1030 there were 
crewed for one of the contest several launch postponements as 
pilots. The cadets were apprenticed to a premier group of the weather deteriorated, and finally a decision that only 
crew persons, electronic wizards and first rate glider the Standard Class would fly. At 1450 the first glider was 
pilots in their own right. John Seaborn, the "supply launched into a dark, menacing sky. Task One was a 212 
sergeant" who always had what anyone needed, flew as Krn course, automatically devalued because it was less 
Jacobs' team mate in the WGC in Rieti. John Good won than the 250 Km minimum for a 1000 point day. Twenty- 
the Hilton Cup a couple of years ago and was rewarded one year old John Coutts of New Zealand was the first to 
with ten days on the Flying M. This was a well planned cross the finish line in his Discus. Coutts was the youngest 
and professionally executed mission, and the team had a pilot in the field, flying his first task in a WGC. Heluva 
lot of skilled members. start! The French triplets, Caillard, Lopitaux and Barrois 

After two years of work and planning the games were streaked across the finish line in a "v" formation, but fin- 
about to begin. Morning showers gave way to clear skies ished only in a tie for 17th. Doug Jacobs got off to a good 
for the opening day ceremonies. Speeches took longer start with a sixth place finish. There were six landouts, 
than usual because they had to be translated English to and a dejected Jae Walker was one of them. Just eight Km 
French or vice versa, but our guys managed to liven the short of the field, Jae wisely opted to land out rather than 
occasioii by doing a "wave" after each speaker. The other try to stretch it. "I was a couple of minutes behind Doug," 
teams and the folks in the stands caught on quickly and Jae said ruefully, 'But what had been good lift for him fiz- 
joined in. There was a loooonnng break between the zled into rain. What made matters worse was I could see 
speechifying and the air show, from noon till about three the airport while still sitting in my glider." Better times 
PM, probably to allow ample time for the hallowed were ahead. 
French lunch. (The Postale is open in France from 9 to 12, On Tuesday the weather was not much better, but all 
$hen from 2 to 5. The mail must go through, Oui, but not three classes flew. Doug Jacobs was first in the Standards, 
Till after lunch.) Highlight of the airshow when it finally a single point ahead of another gold medalist, Baet Selen 
'did come off was a screeching performance by a Vampire of the Netherlands. Doug was first for the two day cumu- 
jet, followed by a graceful aerial ballet by three of the lative also. Jae Walker showed true grit following his 

Gerard Llterir-I of Fmnce, 1st Place Wi~lrzur in the Open Class, being tmoed in his Schleicher ASW-22. 
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The scorer's GPS tmck of one glider. (1) Circling and going through Start Gate, 2-3-4-5 good turnpoints (6) high speed finish, pitch u p  and 
landing. 

landout and came home in sixth place. 
Gary Ittner had a sixth in the E-Meter, 
and team mate Bill Bartell came in 
eleventh. Ten more points and Bartell 
would have placed right behind Ittner. 
Uli Schwenk and Robert Schmeder of 
Germany did their usual good job of 
team flying and finished one-two in the 
Open Class, but our pilots weren't far 
behind. Ron Tabery was fourth and Eric 
Mozer sixth. It was an excellent day for 
the U.S. team, especially nice to savor 
since the next two days were rainouts. 

Looking at the contest sailplanes you 
would notice two things out of the ordi- 

Great Year-Round Soaring 
Ctystabire Airport, So. California 
Closest gliderport to Los Angeles 
I hr. driving North of Burbank 

/ I  MINI VARIO 

1 1 World's Smallest Vario! 
Clios to c a ~ .  headband or glasses near " 

I l l  ' 

. . 
nary. The first was the mandatory appli- Instruction From Basic Flight pilot's ear. I 

cation of "anti-collision" strips on the I To Advanced Aerobatics 200 hours battery life. 

glider wings. Dayglo orange i n d  a foot 
wide, they went top and bottom on the 
wing tips, two per wing on the 15-Meter 
ships, three for the Opens. There was, of 
course, much objection, but it's a congest- 
ed area and every little bit helps. The 
other design mod was a rule stating that 
all tail contest ID numbers or letters had 
to be 40 centimeters high. All manner of 
vertical stretching took place with paint 

Grob 103's/102 
Schweizer 2-3312-32's 

New 'FOX' Aerobatic Glider 
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0- 1200 FPM range. 
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Short-&;rough field capable I 

brushes, but Ron Tabery took - i  was awesome. Nine year old 
the prize. His ASW-22 is Sierra Conrad Huffstutler tossed his 
Sierra, and Ron converted the entry for a convincing win, and 
double SS on his tail to $$. [t later outside threw it for a 
evert made the daily contest vind-assisted 200 feet. Hot 
newspaper. logs were cooked on the grill, 

Friday was the Fourth of July, lamburgers were trucked in 
time to resume the fireworks. rom the McDonalds at Digne, 
Thunder rumbled and lightning 24 Krn distant. At McDonalds 
crackled just east of the field as over here they sell beer and you 
gliders were being assembled, can pay for your vittles with a 
and Mozer wondered aloud credit card. Vive la France! 
that this was an exercise in futil- The classes were now even, 
ity. But Open and 15-Meter - each having flown two tasks. 
classes were launched, while Stnn F& keeps G~~ Ittnm TaberyS way of *king Saturday the Mistral brought 
the disgruntled Standard pilots cool. "SS" legal height. winds from the northwest, and 
put their gliders back in the box. the promise of wave. Bill 
Short tasks were called, 187 and 170 Km. The Malpas talked to the pilots about the com- 
forecast thunderstorms didn't happen, 'and plex nature of the winds in this area. "There 
in what proved an undercall the pilots bfs- are two wind systems herc, the valley 
tered around the course. Gilbert Gerbaud breezes and the gradient wind. First thing I 
lived up to his nickname of "Speedy" and look for in a met report is valley breezes. If 
won the Opens with a speed of 128 h / h .  

I 
they are present, I really don't need to look 

Tabery was hot on his heels at 124 km/h, at much else. The high mountains heat first 
good for seventh place. Mozer and Veron fin- and convection starts quite early. Cumulus 
ished 12th. Germany's Grund and Meuser form, and that process sucks air up the val- 
flew even faster in 15 Meters, both posting Air Force Cfldets: Capt. Ken ley." Mountains in the task area were as high 

G f l t e s f  Torn Payntey1 Hoiiy as 13,500 feet. "The valley breezes run oppo- speeds of 138 km/h Ittner and Bartell did a Cooprs and 
Bu rkp. nice job of team flying and finished 10th and site to the flow of the rivers in the valleys, 

13th, less than one km/h apart in speed, only two points and they generate both thermal and ridge lift." On sever- 
apart in score. a1 occasions during the contest 92 gliders were spotted on 

That night in the hangar the U.S. sponsored a Fourth of the grid at 0930 for what appeared would be ' )wnwind 
July celebration, with a paper airplane flying contest that takeoff, but by launch time when the valley ezes had 

lance and lwae pi ,. ,ms nb,d- I an aff~niabls invastment you 
BUSINESS@MEMBER CaII todav for more 

C 

the Xtreme 
can f ly  now. 
information. 

Diamond. 
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Toll Free 1 800 268-4001 (USA 81 Canada) 
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begun, the wind had shifted 180 degrees. 
"The other wind is the gradient, the air flow above the 

mountain peaks dictated by the major weather systems. 
The Mistral is blowing today and will generate wave." 
Malpas had prepared a map for the pilots with 
"lozenges," small ovals marking areas of good lift. Each 
day in the team hut he would evaluate wind conditions 
and point out which lozenges would most likely be work- 
ing. Maximum allowable altitude for the gliders was 
19,500 feet, and they all carried oxygen and used it 
according to their personal preference. Malpas cautioned 
that on a strong wave day you don't want to land in a 
field. "You never know what the wind will be doing. It 
can be very strong, from any direction, and change quite 
suddenly. In a strong Mistral, fly close to airfields." 

Conditions favored the locals today, and the French fin- 
ished one-two-three in Standard. This was the day Jacobs 
had his low save and limped home, happy to make it 
back at all. Walker fared better and finished 11th. All 
pilots made it across the finish line in 15-Meter, and the 
French finished two-three- four. Tabery and Mozer were 
12th and 14th, with "Speedy" Gerbaud 

both were out of tlie contest. In all there were 57 landouts, 
and only Mozer and Tabery from our team made it home. 
With four task days completed the contest was now offi- 
cial. 

The tasks were flown in an area roughly 150 miles long 
and 110 miles wide. It was bordered on the north by 
Switzerland, on the east by Italy, on the west by the val- 
ley of the Rl~one, roughly a line running from Lyon to 
Marseilles, and on the south by the auto route to Nice. 
Among Jae Walker's notable moments in the contest was 
"viewing the Mediterranean from 15,000 feet in 
wave ... beautiful!" There were 162 turnpoints, 40 off-field 
landing sites and 15 airfields which the pilots pro- 
grammed into their GPS units. 

On Day Five Mozer and his co-pilot didn't make it home 
from the 472 Km task. Neither did gold medalists Ingo 
Renner and Gilbert Gerbaud. (Renner had opted to fly an 
ASH-26, at 18 meters the shortest wing in the Open Class. 
Uli Schwenk's ASW-22BL was a majestic 29 meters.) There 
were 16 landouts for the day, but the rest of the U.S. squad 
made if back, with Jacobs making the best showing with a 

.. 
between them at 13th. 

On Sunday, July 6. Director Michel I ~ o b  ~ a n d e r ' s S 0 A l U N ~  BOOKS & SUPPLIES. h~. 
Fache decided - t l~e  weather called for 
longer tasks. The Standards drew a 404 
Km task, 15-Meter had 469 Km, and the 
Opens were being sent 508 Km. Surface 
winds were gusting to 35 MPH and 
there were no clouds to mark thermals 
or wave. Coming home from the south 
the pilots were bucking a strong head- 
wind. A rock formation called The 

Learning To Fly Gliders 
Private Pilot Glides Checkride Made Easy 
Commercial Pilot Glider Checkride Made Easy 
Flight Inshuctor Glider Checkride Made Easy 
Glider BFR & Spring Checkout Made Easy 
Glider Polars & Speed-To-Fly Made Easy 
Transition To Single Seat Gliders Made Easy 
Badge Soaring: The ABC Badges Made Easy 
Badge Soarinp: The Bronze Badge Made Easy 

Penitents formed a ridge just to the east Badge Soaring: The Silver Badge Made Easy 
on their final approach. (The Penitents I PLUS 50 0th; titles. Request F i  Catalog! . 

the& souls, the abbot petrified them on 
the spot and turned them into a tourist 

resemble a loni lhe  of monks and stand 
over 300 feet high. Legend has it they 
actually were monks who looked lust- 
fully at some Moorish maidens. To save 

- 

' FdsIRerpoinse 
year Audio Available 

aro;nd the corner and had to ridge soar 
the Penitents on final approach to make 
it across the finish line. 

Jacobs and Bartell landed in the same 
recently plowed field just seven Km 
from home, and Martha Jacobs went 
on the retrieve. "When we got to the 
field there were a dozen gliders there, 
and three or four more landed while 
we were putting the glider in the box. It 
was a huge field (I'm quoting Martha 
exactly here) about as long as long as a 
football field and about four football 
fields wide." Because of a knee-high 
stand of corn they had to land in the 
300 foot direction on this field, and this 
is not tlie average glider pilot's defini- 
tion of a huge field. But then these are 
not average glider pilots. 

Gerd Spiegelberg of Germany and 
Graham White of New Zealand dam- 
aged their sailplanes on landouts and 

attraition.) A lot of the gliders were On 
the wrong side of this ridge and landed 
out iust short of the field. Some made it 
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tenth place finish. By the end of Day 
Five, our team had three pilots in the 
top ten, with Jacobs and Tabery fifth in 
Standard and Open, and Bill Bartell 
eighth in 15-Meter. 

A couple hundred feet made the dif- 
ference between a disappointing day 
for Mozer and Veron and a big day for 
Tabery. "Ron and I are trying to team fly 
but yesterday he got into the wave and 
was 4,000 feet above me before the 
start." Mozer said, critiquing Day Six. 
"He had to take advantage of it and go. 
Three or four of us were just low 
enough that we couldn't connect." 
Tabery, a reluctant convert to GPS, put 
it to good use on this task and won the 
day. "The mountains aren't lined up 
here, and GPS eliminates a lot of finger- 
on-the-map navigating. Up north I got 
some welcome help from the French 
piIots in getting to the turn. There was 
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only a 1,000 foot operating band, the 
distance from the 12,000 foot peaks and 
cloud base. We had to pick our way 
through snowy passes, very close to the 
rocks and glaciers, 20 miles in, twenty 
miles back out." Competing in his third 
WGC, this was Ron's first win. For one 
day he was the best Open Class pilot in 
the world. "My only regret is my fami- 
ly isn't here to share it," Ron said. 
Bartell and Jacobs had fast days, and 
were very much in contention. Tabery 
was in fifth place, Jacobs in seventh, 
Bartell in eighth. 

The weather on Day Seven was the 
kind us sparrows like to fly in, no wind 
to speak of and friendly cu's marking 
the thermals. It was not as appealing to 
these eagles. Bill Bartell got trapped in 
a valley with low cloud bases and no 
ridges working and landed out. His 
crewman, Mke  Wilson was amazed 
that Bartell was able to put it into the 
field that he did. Bartell laughed and 
said "It was either there or a little fur- 
ther down ... in the lake." A dozen other 
15-Meter sailplanes didn't make it 
home, but Ittner finished l l th to move 
to 11 €11 place. 
Jacobs finished a strong fifth and was 

in sixth place overall, and Walker came 
in l l th  and was now in 16th place. Nine 
Standard pilots were booby-trapped by 
GPS and got ZERO scores for the day 
for failing to cross the start line. The 
start line is a semi-circle, and it rotated 
each day according to the direction of 
the first turnpoint. The unlucky nine 
pilots paralleled the start line, agoniz- 
ingly close but never actually crossing 
it, and the computer readout nailed 
them. Even Dave Ellis, developer of the 
GPS flight recorder, admits it is a weak 
point in the scoring system and needs 



to be changed. Eric Mazer had a little bit of overdue luck 
and ?inished ninth, and although Tabmy was llh far the 
Open task he held on to fifth place. 

Afkr additional bri- and mavmg liders to the 

P 7 the task an Tbmdlry, July 10, was h a  ly scrubbed. 
he French cxpMSion far a landout is .AUeT a w  vaches,' 

to go to the cbw,  ta thdr green p a s t u ~ ~  With m flying, 
the overworked outlanding staff osted a sign on their % &e b s ,  NO MIILK TODAY. Wit a d y  two days to fly, 
the leader board looked likd tlria: h Open, Uli Schwenk 
and Schroeder of Germany were one4wa, with 
Gmad Lhmn and lX&m Hmss of France in a virtual 
dead heat far third. In Gtandard, France's Caillard, 
Ban:& and Lopitaux wee win, place and show. In 15- 
MWr, Chm~d and Meusep af Germany were tied for first, 
Glorgio Galelto UP 1kd (where else?) was third. 

On the next to last c r  ay, Hannes Linke's announcement 
at briefing lightened the tension, for some at least. "There 
will be a doping control test toda at the conclusion of the i' task. First place ia each class wil go directly to a waiting 
car after Lndlng and be driven to the tower. They will be 

iven water to drink and then tested." For a semi-dehy- 
8raated pilN (hat might take a lorn water and a lotta wdt- 
iag. Five ad&tional pilots were to be tested from a ran- 
dom drawing, and the U.S. team picked a bad time to get 
lucky. Jacobs, Bardl and Mazer were three of the five 
names drawn. Is nothing sac&? 

When the gliders were trundled to the grid m the rnorn- 
ing they were aimed south, a 15 MPH wind at their tails. 
By the 1315 launch, the valley breeze ave them a head- f wind, but towering cu's and even anvi htad clouds were 
building in all quadrants. The 15-Meter pilots came a 
cropper at the fourth turnpoint, Vinon \o the 30~1th~ and 
only seven sailplanes made it home. Tlungs got worse for 
Bill Bartell, who fell victim to the GPS start trap. His trace 
showed he had not officially crossed the start line and he 
earned zero points for his 271 Km flight, a devastating 
loss of over 800 points. Eric Napoleon made the same 
slip, and while preliminary resuIts showed him second 

far the day and second in the class, his zero dropped him 
out of contention. Napoleon was trymg for a hat trick, 
having won the WGC goId medal m Swedm and New 
Zealartd. 
h Open Class, Denmark's Ian Andomen did everything 

right and blew m y  the field. He flew the course 23 
Km/h fsster than the runner up and finished 232 pomts 
ahead of Gerard L h m  Uli Schwenk, no atranger to bad 
luck, landed cut and dropped h r n  Eirst lace to fourth. 
Fifteen larrdoub in Standard, but Jaco s and Walker 
made it back. 

l r  

n e  grand finale, Contest Day Nine, and the leaders 
proved to be true champions under pressure. In the first 
three slots in all three classes there was not a change. In 
the Standards Jean-Marc Caillard took the gold, Jean- 
Denis Barrois the silver, and Jean-Claude Lopitaux the 
bronze. A sweep for the French, all flying LS-8's. (Maybe 
St. Jean is the patron saint of glider pilots?) The nearest 
Discus was seventh. Popular Brit Andrew Davis won the 
day, although earlier in the contest he had allowed as 
how he was "too old for this. There are too many young 
pilots here who don't realize this i s  supposed to be diffi- 
cult.' Cumulative, Doug Jacobs wound up 11th and Jae 
Walker was 14th. 

In 15-Meter, Werner Meuser and Michael Grund of 
Germany finished one/ two, with Glorgio Galetto of Italy 
third. It was the only class without a French medalist. 
Galy Ittner finished 13th, Bill Bartell was 24th. All three 
winning pilots were flying a Venfus. It was a close race in 
the Open Class, Gerard Lhmm and Didier Hauss coming 
in one/hvo for F m e ,  and Robert Schroeckr placing 
third for Germany. Only 15 points separated the first 
three finishers. b n  Tabery h i shed  a strong fifth behind 
two pairs of pilots who knew the area intimately and had 
a wealth of team flying experience. In team standings 
France won by a good margin, but the U.S. was sixth, a 
good move u p  from our 13th place finish In New 
Zealand. 

We didn't bring home any medals, but this competition 
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was a success. There was much pre-contest apprehension 
about safety, and rightly so after the unacceptable losses 
in last year's pre-worlds, The Lavender Glide. But only 
two gliders were damaged, making this one of the safest 
contests in years. The Met staff did an excellent job of call- 
ing the weather in mercurial conditions. Much credit is 
due the task setters, even more to the pilots. Our pilots, 
and every pilot in the contest, flew aggressively and with 
incredible skill and courage in this beautiful but very 
challenging arena. Of our team, Bill Malpas said "Their 
progress was astounding." 

Mark Huffstutler and George Moffat created two 
teams, one with seven pilots and a larger, support team 
that did the work to bring them to St. Auban. The big 
team included volunteers from coast to coast, boosters 
from the Air & Space Museum, the Pentagon and the Air 
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1997 World Gilding Charnplonshlps 
Open Class 
St. Auban, France 

Day One Day Two Day Thlse Day Four Day Five Day S8x Day Seven Day Ebhl  Day Nine 1 l l u l  1 4-Jul 1 5 - J u l  1 6 4 ~ 1  1 7 - J u l  1 &JuI 9 J u I  1 l l J u l  12.1~1 
CLdurr- Y 9 6 2 k m  DY- IW784b.m DIIIaILW&%81km b Y m e  UBUM DIYYCC I n W M  DiS.Lo 4 U O h  B Y Y E 0  W 2 l . m  m Y Y E O U 7 9 B h  D I Y m  J S S I M  

Dw Day Cum Cum Dw Dlr  Cum CM Dlr Dlr Gun Cum Oar b r  C u m  Cum Oar Oar Oum Oum b v  0." Cun Cum Dn Oar Cum Cum Oar Oar Cum Cun Dm Dar 6-1 Frul 

6 CH THUTDanbl 
7 CH SCHILD Rudoll 
8 PL KAWA SebaUlan 
9 DK BREIOAHL Hsnrik 
10 DK ANDERSEN Jan 

ASH 25 
Nimbus 3 
ASH 25 
Nimbus 3 
Nimbus 4 

11 F GERBAUDGllben N I K ~ u s  4 0  
12 CH BINDER Hans Nimbus 3T 
13 GB JONES Phl6p RaQh NIKbus3DT 
14 A HAGGENMUELLER Relnhard N i m u s 4  0 
15 AUS RENNER lnga ASH 26 

16 GB MAY Robm ASH 25 
17 USA MOZER Elk ASH 25 
18 B BOURGARDPaul N l m b ~ s  3 

1997 World Glldlng Charnplonships 
Standard Class 
St. Auban, France 

Day O m  Day Two Day Three Day Four Day FNB Day Six Day Swen Day Ebht Day Nine 
30 Jun 1 J u l  5 Jul 6 Jul 7 Jul BJul 9Jul I 1  JuI 12 Jul 

CT- 21211un r n x  un asam , o l u u n  m- r a ~ s k m  a*- rnaalun M.M asasan wucrua&h -a 2,6mh Jla,ah 

8 GB DAVlSAndwJohn 1 6 6  KM 12 617 12 6 1 7  4 729 5 I348 9 @ 5 2340 16 805 5 2045 23 651 9 Y. 2 992 6 4488 9 @.I 6 5389 I3  733 6 6102 
7 NL BORGMANNE* D h o ~ s  A 1 28 530 2B 530 19 667 22 11971 5 720 11 19171 11 WS 6 2W31 2C Ed 10 34671 1 1000 8 44671 6 933 7 53701 I 2  751 7 6121 
8 1 AVANZlNl L u d m  LSBa 3A 23 559 23 559 31 526 26 1085 14 658 17 1741 17 7% 20 2540 6 918 12 3458 20 881 12 4319 17 % 10 5113 1 821 9 5934 
9 SK KOZAR Jowl  Dkwsb ;; 2 6  538 " " 1 4  729 10 1277 25 499 14 1776 3 968 11 2744 11 832 7 3576 36 553 17 4129 7 893 12 5022 15 724 10 5746 9 768 9 6514 
10 A HAEMMERLE Helnz LS 6 17 l 17 594 25 616 19 1 2 1 0 1  6 7 10 1 9 1 9 1  26 791 I 3  27101 33 432 21 31421 21 830 19 rn721 3 937 I 5  4m9 4 778 11 U 7 1  6 771 10 64581 

11 USA JACOBSDouolas LSBa DJ 1 6 €50 6 M O  1 771 1 1411 23 549 9 19601 21 796 10 27561 9 836 6 3594 11 884 7 44781 5 938 6 5386 11 752 6 61381 36 296 I 1  64341 
12 GB WELLS h~arty; 
13 0 WEISSHorben 
14 USA WALKER Jae 
15 AUS TAYLORBwa) 

16 1 WSTACorrado LS6 LB 1 17 DK TERNHOLTL~I$ LS8 3M 
18 J EHIKAWAMakdo LSBa 10 

1 21 AUS BUCHANAN J a n  LSBa ALB 1 16 599 16 599 20 661 14 1280 34 3 M  28 1584 21 796 27 23601 29 520 28 2860 33 702 31 3582 21 790 25 4372 9 757 22 5129 11 750 21 9791 

1 29 CH GAUMANN Marhus DIIY b I T  30 514 30 514 7 721 I5  1235 24 U 15 1765 4 9€6 12 27311 24 1 6  16 3377 9 920 13 4297 30 0 27 4297 21 533 27 4630 35 330 29 5160 
30 CAN BONNIERE Dom~n~que ASW24 CH 6 623 8 6 a 1  39 281 35 4 38 2 1  37 1167 34 741 37 I 1 8  26 601 Y 2549 I5  878 33 rn51 25 Y 30 4 ~ 6 1  32 435 30 4551 27 639 30 51431 

32 B JAIMEJore Dswr XV 36 280 36 280 23 635 34 915 20 623 29 1538 39 358 36 1694 33 432 38 2326 24 795 35 3121 13 823 32 3 W  25 497 31 4441 25 655 32 5096 
33 , FIN ., PANKKAAsko ,EBNiTEdumd ;=: 2 1 :, 638 7 6381 I 1  669 6 13271.0 0 36 1 3 2 7 1  13 E6 31 21331 17 691 30 26241 35 6@d 32 34281 27 623 31 37 372 32 44.1 29 631 33 50541 

503 31 503 21 660 24 1183 34 3 M  32 1467 21 796 30 2263 32 457 32 2720 17 670 29 3580 30 0 34 3590 21 533 34 4123 28 632 34 4755 
35 N RAUDSANDMOENGecr LS 8 BR 25 550 25 550 30 531 27 1061 23 442 30 1523 36 485 35 2008 30 514 33 2522 34 686 34 3218 30 0 35 3216 26 475 35 3693 26 M 5  35 4336 

38 September 1497 

36 CZ LOUZECKY Pave1 DlrcusCS CE 
37 N ASKEObJohn LS7 W I N  
38 NZ WlTEG,aham LS6 XS 
39 D SPlEGELBERGGtxd LSBa 
40 ARG SCHMInCarlc6 ASW24 EA 

39 200 39 200 
9 622 9 622 
4 660 4 660 
32 479 32 479 
40 199 40 199 

26 583 37 783 
40 93 35 715 
29 5% 19 1210 
27 559 28 1038 
36 320 40 519 

13 664 33 1447 
29 442 36 1157 
26 486 22 1694 
21 621 25 1659 
39 177 40 6 B  

38 366 39 1812 
32 762 36 1919 
12 613 22 2507 
13 806 23 2465 
40 0 40 696 

31 506 39 2318 
26 584 36 2503 
39 0 35 2507 
39 0 37 2465 
37 311 40 l W 7  

25 765 36 3103 
37 540 37 3043 
39 0 38 2507 
39 0 39 2465 
38 350 40 1357 

30 0 36 3103 
30 0 37 3063 
30 0 36 2507 
30 0 39 2465 
29 3% 40 1711 

21 533 36 3636 
29 449 37 3492 
39 0 38 2507 
39 0 39 2465 
36 389 40 2100 

34 567 36 4203 
33 579 37 4071 
39 0 36 2507 
39 0 39 2465 
37 270 40 2370 


